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Nadir now gave his whole attention to the siege of Mashhad, but he
was no more successful than before, Malik Mahmud, emboldened by
the dissensions which broke out in Tahmasp's camp after Path 'All
Khan had been put to death, made a sortie*1 A severe engagement
was fought near Khwaja Rabi*, which resulted in the defeat of Malik
Mahmud and his retreat to the city.
Although Malik Mahmud did not venture outside his defences again.
Nadir made no further attempt to take the city by assault, and it was
only through the treachery of Pir Muhammad,' Malik Mahmud's com-
mander-in-chief, that he was able to enter it on the night of the i6th
Rabi' II (ioth-iith December, 1726).* Malik-Mahmud, after vainly
endeavouring to drive Nadir's troops out of Mashhad, surrendered ;
laying aside the Kayani crown which he had donned some three years
before, he retired to a cell in the shrine of the Imam Rida,
In fulfilment of a vow which he had made before the capture of Mashhad,
Nadir gave orders for the shrine to be repaired, the dome to be re-gilt
and a second minaret to be erected.8 There is no means of ascertaining
what were Nadir's actual motives in taking this action. He may still
have been a Shi'a (if we assume that the hypothesis put forward on
page 21 above is correct) ; it is, perhaps, more probable that he may
merely have wished to curry favour with the mujtahids and mullas^ who were
still very influential
Nadir had not been long in Mashhad before he realised that his newly-
won position was by no means assured. He had, it is true, won Tahmasp's
favour, but he had, on the other hand, incurred the enmity of his ministers,,
who took every opportunity to poison the prince's mind against him,
Tahmasp, in the words of Muhammad Muhsin, " by reason of his youth,
and his reliance upon them, believed their baseless statements/'4 Further-
more, Nadir's hold over many of the wild tribesmen of Abivard, Darragaz,
Kalat and Khabushan was most precarious ; he could only count with
certainty upon some of the Afshars and upon the Jalayirs under Tahmasp
Khan WakiL
When Tahmasp went to Khabushan and left Nadir in Mashhad, the
ministers redoubled their efforts to vilify Nadir, and at the same time
intrigued with the Kurds of Khabushan. The prince was induced to
sign orders to his Governors in Mazandaran, Astarabad and the Giraili
districts to come to his assistance against the traitor Nadir. It is even
* T.N., p. 38.
1 Ibid., p. 38 and Z.T., fol. 212 (b).
1 This minaret stands on the southern side of the Sahn-i-Kuhna; the other minaret, which is on
the northern side of the Sahn, was built by Shah Tahmasp I. M. Street, in his article on
Mashhad in the EJ. (Vol.' Ill, p. 471) states that Nadir's minaret was erected in 1730; this
was doubtless the date when it was completed.
«Zr., fol. 212 (b).

